THE EMPIRE OF INDIA
impulse to rectify it/ By no means are all British officials inspired by an active desire to initiate changes ; but Indians are moved by it very seldom indeed. They may condemn their surroundings; but they halt there: they do not take up arms against them unless they are encouraged by the influence of British authority. They may, however, claim with reason that as, under European example, they have advanced in judicial honesty, so they are also advancing in executive capacity, and that they should gradually be admitted to an increasing share of responsible posts. The abrupt transfer to Indian hands of a large proportion of posts of control would certainly lower the standard of administration; and, although it is possible that the Indian Government may have pitched its standard higher, in some ways, than the circumstances of the country warrant or require, a material retrogression would sacrifice the past and involve a serious danger in the future. For it must not be forgotten that the efficiency of British rule is the fundamental justification for its continuance in the country. The aspirations of the leaders of Indian thought would probably be satisfied were enquiries1 instituted at stated intervals to review the question of promoting Indians to "reserved" appointments, to consider past results and present capacities, and to fix the proportion of posts which might reasonably be thrown open until the time comes round for a further revision.
In the Police, the Educational, and the " technical" departments of the Government, a line has similarly been drawn between the highest posts of control (together with such junior posts as are occupied by officers in preparatory training) and the other appointments in superior service ; and the former are reserved for officers who are appointed
1 The circumstances of the Indian public services are now to be enquired into by a Royal Commission, whose consideration will certainly embrace this question.
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